
Introductions 
 
Introductions should include four main elements: a hook of some sort to make your 
reader want to continue reading, a link between your hook and the rest of the 
introduction, enough summary that someone who is familiar with the novel but has not 
read it recently will be on board, and your thesis. Your thesis should be the last sentence 
in the paragraph (or in some cases, the last two sentences). Also, make sure to include the 
author’s name and the book’s title (in italics) somewhere in the introduction. 
 
Types of Hooks: 

1.) The “Big Picture”/Context Opening: Think about what recognizable topic or issue 
your essay relates to (i.e. power, growing up, hypocrisy, etc.) and start there. Or, 
start with a relevant bit of background information, maybe about the related 
history. Just make sure you don’t go too big picture and start to sound like you’re 
not really talking about anything. 

2.) The quote opening: Begin with a relevant quote, either from the book you are 
writing about or not.  

3.) The question opening: You can open with a thought-provoking question (but try 
not to use “you” in the question, because it’s best to avoid first and second 
person in analytical writing). 

4.) The attention-grabbing example opening: You can open with a powerful detail 
from the book or something else that will draw the reader right in.  

5.) The snappy sentence opening: Capture the plight of the character you are writing 
about in a dramatic, concise way. 

 
Test your Understanding: Which type of hook is which? Which do you like best? (Note 
that some of these hooks also include a link in the same sentence.) 

• Why would a man who is publicly against war write a book that features multiple 
battle scenes? 

• On April 15th, 2013, after bombs exploded near the finish line of the Boston 
Marathon, killing three and wounding hundreds, countless people showed their 
courage and generosity as they helped take care of others around them. 

• War is horrible. 
• In 1776, Patriots banded together to declare their independence from the 

British.  Many were ready and willing to fight if that was what they had to do to 
protect their land. 

• “I’ve had a belly full of war and killing,” complains Adam Cooper, the 15-year-
old protagonist of Howard Fast’s Revolutionary War novel April Morning. 

 

Combine your hook, link, general summary (only the relevant parts, overall situation, or 
key characters—just a few sentences, tops), and thesis, and presto! You’ve got yourself 
an excellent introduction!. 
 

“I’ve had a belly full of war and killing,” complains Adam Cooper, the 15-year-

old protagonist of Howard Fast’s Revolutionary War novel April Morning, which takes 



place during the battles of Lexington and Concord in 1776.  At first, Adam longs to be a 

man and fight alongside the other Committeemen in his town as they stand their ground 

against the Redcoats, but soon, Adam witnesses the deaths of his father and several 

neighbors. He realizes how brutal war can be and longs for an end to the fighting. 

However, Fast’s novel is not only depressing.  Even though Howard Fast reveals how 

gruesome war is, he also shows that people can be brave and kind in horrible 

circumstances by portraying characters who help others mourn, behave with polite 

manners, and care for enemy soldiers. 

 
	  


