
Dear Families, 
 

On Monday, April 20th, we are hosting a Local Author Day! Three middle grade authors 
will present to individual classes and then speak at a panel presentation for grades 4-8. We have 
partnered with Joseph Fox Bookshop to sell copies of the authors’ books at a 10% discount. 
Interested students can buy books and have the books signed after the panel discussion. 

To purchase one or more books, please fill out the form below and send in cash or a 
check made out to Joseph Fox Bookshop. This is an option, not a requirement! Fourth graders 
can give their forms and payment to Tr. Amanda or Tr. Kathy, and Middle School students can 
give their forms and payment to Tr. Laurie or Tr. Maureen. Middle School students can also 
bring money on the day of the event and buy books after they have heard the authors speak 
(pending availability). You can find a description of each book on the next two pages, and you 
can learn more about the visiting authors by checking out their websites: 
 
Paul Acampora: http://www.paulacampora.com/ 
Lisa Graff: http://www.lisagraff.com/ 
Dianne Salerni: http://diannesalerni.com/ 
 
Book Title and 
Author 

Best for 
Grades 

Format Price 
(includes 
tax & 10% 
discount) 

# of 
copies 

Please sign book to: 
(first name) 

I Kill the 
Mockingbird  
by Paul Acampora 

5-8 hardcover $16.50   

Rachel Spinelli 
Punched Me in the 
Face by Paul 
Acampora 

4-8 paperback $6.75   

Absolutely Almost 
by Lisa Graff 

4-6 hardcover $16.50   

A Tangle of Knots 
by Lisa Graff 

4-8 paperback $7.75   

Umbrella Summer 
by Lisa Graff 

4-6 paperback $6.75   

The Eighth Day by 
Dianne Salerni 

4-8 paperback $6.75   

The Inquisitor’s 
Mark by Dianne 
Salerni 

4-8 hardcover $16.50   

 



Book Descriptions:  
I Kill the Mockingbird by Paul Acampora: When Lucy, Elena, and Michael receive their 
summer reading list, they are excited to see To Kill A Mockingbird included. But not everyone in 
their class shares the same enthusiasm. So they hatch a plot to get the entire town talking about 
the well-known Harper Lee classic. They plan controversial ways to get people to read the book, 
including re-shelving copies of the book in bookstores so that people think they are missing and 
starting a website committed to “destroying the mockingbird.” Their efforts are successful when 
all of the hullabaloo starts to direct more people to the book. But soon, their exploits start to spin 
out of control and they unwittingly start a mini-revolution in the name of books 
 
Rachel Spinelli Punched Me in the Face by Paul Acampora: Zachary's mom just up and 
disappeared from their home in Copper Lake, Colorado. The good news is that Zachary and his 
dad are trying to move on, and Falls, Connecticut is just the place for a fresh start. With the help 
of a new friend, Rachel, and her brother Teddy, Zachary is learning about new beginnings, the 
power of forgiveness, and the quirky people that make life interesting. 
 
Absolutely Almost by Lisa Graff: Albie has never been the smartest kid in his class. He has never 
been the tallest. Or the best at gym. Or the greatest artist. Or the most musical. In fact, Albie has 
a long list of the things he's not very good at. But then Albie gets a new babysitter, Calista, who 
helps him figure out all of the things he is good at and how he can take pride in himself. A 
perfect companion to Lisa Graff's National Book Award-nominated A Tangle of Knots, this 
novel explores a similar theme in a realistic contemporary world where kids will easily be able to 
relate their own struggles to Albie's. Great for fans of Rebecca Stead's Liar and Spy, RJ 
Palacio's Wonder and Cynthia Lord's Rules. 
 
A Tangle of Knots by Lisa Graff: Told in multiple viewpoints, A Tangle of Knots is a 
magnificent puzzle. In a slightly magical world where everyone has a Talent, eleven-year-old 
Cady is an orphan with a phenomenal Talent for cake baking. But little does she know that fate 
has set her on a journey from the moment she was born. And her destiny leads her to a 
mysterious address that houses a lost luggage emporium, an old recipe, a family of children 
searching for their own Talents, and a Talent Thief who will alter her life forever. However, 
these encounters hold the key to Cady's past and how she became an orphan. If she's lucky, fate 
may reunite her with her long-lost parent. Lisa Graff adds a pinch of magic to a sharply crafted 
plot to create a novel that will have readers wondering about fate and the way we're all 
connected. 
 
Umbrella Summer by Lisa Graff: Annie Richards knows there are a million things to look out 
for -- bicycle accidents, food poisoning, chicken pox, smallpox, typhoid fever, runaway zoo 
animals, and poison oak. That's why being careful is so important, even if it does mean giving up 
some of her favorite things, like bike races with her best friend, Rebecca, and hot dogs on the 
Fourth of July. Everyone keeps telling Annie not to worry so much, that she's just fine. But they 
thought her brother, Jared, was just fine too, and Jared died. 
 
The Eighth Day by Dianne Salerni: In this riveting fantasy adventure, thirteen-year-old Jax 
Aubrey discovers a secret eighth day with roots tracing back to Arthurian legend. Fans of Percy 



Jackson will devour this first book in a new series that combines exciting magic and pulse-
pounding suspense. 

When Jax wakes up to a world without any people in it, he assumes it's the zombie 
apocalypse. But when he runs into his eighteen-year-old guardian, Riley Pendare, he learns that 
he's really in the eighth day—an extra day sandwiched between Wednesday and Thursday. Some 
people—like Jax and Riley—are Transitioners, able to live in all eight days, while others, 
including Evangeline, the elusive teenage girl who's been hiding in the house next door, exist 
only on this special day. And there's a reason Evangeline's hiding. She is a descendant of the 
powerful wizard Merlin, and there is a group of people who wish to use her in order to destroy 
the normal seven-day world and all who live in it. Torn between protecting his new friend and 
saving the entire human race from complete destruction, Jax is faced with an impossible choice. 
Even with an eighth day, time is running out. 
 
The Inquisitor’s Mark by Dianne Salerni: After the all-out Eighth Day war in Mexico, Jax, 
Riley, and Evangeline have gone into hiding. There are still rogue Transitioners and evil Kin 
lords who want to use Riley, a descendant of King Arthur, and Evangeline, a powerful wizard 
with bloodlines to Merlin, to get control over the Eighth Day.  

So when Finn Ambrose, a mysterious stranger, contacts Jax claiming to be his uncle, 
Jax’s defenses go up—especially when Finn tells Jax that he’s holding Jax’s best friend, Billy, 
hostage. To rescue Billy and keep Riley and Evangeline out of the fray, Jax sneaks off to New 
York City on his own. But once there, he discovers a surprising truth: Finn is his uncle and Jax is 
closely related to the Dulacs—a notoriously corrupt and dangerous Transitioner clan who have 
been dying to get their hands on Riley and Evangeline. And family or not, these people will stop 
at nothing to get what they want. With suspense, action, and intrigue lurking around every 
corner, this fast-paced fantasy series will be a welcome addition for fans of Percy Jackson and 
Harry Potter. 
 


