
Name: ________________________ 
English 8 
 
All American Boys  Writing Assignment 

 
Imagine that All American Boys  were structured with Rashad and Quinn as the main 

narrators and occasional sections from one or more additional narrators. You are going to write 
an additional section with a narrator other than Quinn or Rashad. 

Choose the character whose point of view you will write from. You can choose a 
secondary character from the book: Jill, Rashad’s dad, Quinn’s mom, Guzzo, Paul, English, 
Tooms, Katie Lansing, Darnell Shackleford, or anyone else. You can also make up a character 
who does not appear in the book, such as a black police officer who is friends with Paul. 

Next, choose the part of the book where your additional chapter will appear. It could 
come before the book starts, on the first Friday when the beating happens, on the Saturday 
after the protest, or at any other time you want. Please title your section with the day. 

Then, complete this brainstorm for your character. If you are using a character from the 
book, stick to what you can find in the book when possible and use creative license when you 
need to (you should look back at scenes in which the character appears to do this!). 
 
Name:  
Age: 
Race: 
Hobbies/interests: 
Character traits (be true to what appears in the book): 
How is this character connected to Rashad, Paul, and/or the beating? 
How will this character’s section enrich the story? 
What does your character sound like? Does your character have a certain way of 
speaking? If the character appears in the book, look back at their dialogue so that you 
can try to stay true to the character. 
 
Tr. Laurie’s Example Brainstorm: 
Name: Ellen Collins (Quinn’s mom--I made up her first name because I couldn’t find it in the 
book.) 
Age: 41 (again, I made this up) 
Race: white 
Hobbies/interests: She works too much to have time for many (works at “Uline” every night but 
Thursday.) She does like cooking (especially her famous marshmallow pie), watching her sons 
play sports, and chatting with her neighborhood friends, like Rita Galluzzo and Regina Cambi. 
Character traits: loving, hard-working, tough, worried about her kids, exhausted, sometimes 
exasperated, sometimes sad, still grieving her husband’s death, worried about what other 
people think of her and her sons 
How is this character connected to Rashad, Paul, and/or the beating? Her son witnessed 
the beating and now wants to protest, but she feels loyal to Paul’s family. 



How will this character’s section enrich the story? We don’t know what happened after 
Quinn and his mom’s conversation in which she told him he couldn’t march but then he got the 
last word. It would be interesting to know whether she begins to think that Quinn is right and to 
see how their conversation impacted her. 
What does your character sound like? Does your character have a certain way of 
speaking? If the character appears in the book, look back at their dialogue so that you 
can try to stay true to the character. She uses standard English (standard grammar, not 
slang). She occasionally uses fairly sophisticated words such as “derelict” and “coy.” She often 
tells Quinn to take responsibility and calls him “Quinn Marshall Collins” when she is angry with 
him. 
 
After you complete your brainstorm: 

When you start writing, consider how you want to begin your section. What kind of 
transition can you have from the previous section in the book? You could have your character 
address something that happens in the book, but you should not simply repeat something that‘s 
already in the book. You might include small bits of dialogue from the novel, but not too many. 
You really want your section to be original, not repetitive. 

Write your section using everything you know about good storytelling: movie-in-mind 
description, dialogue, and thoughts/feelings. You should also include your character’s attempts 
to make sense of what is happening, because that’s something that this book includes a lot. 
Maybe your character will even come to some sort of epiphany. The chapters in the book are 
written in first-person past tense, so you should write your chapter the same way. 

Your additional chapter should be 3-5 double-spaced pages in either Arial 11 or Times 
New Roman font. It is due on Wednesday, October 26, but you should be finishing up editing 
during your double period and can submit it early if you are done before then. 

 
 

 


