
Dear 8th Grade Families, 
 

In 8th grade English class, we will read novels that help us to consider the challenges 
people face when they come together in communities. Serafina’s Stories  depicts the conflicts 
between Spanish colonists and Pueblo Indians in 1680s Santa Fe and prepares students for the 
trip to New Mexico; To Kill a Mockingbird  addresses racial tensions in 1930s Alabama; and then 
some recently published novels, including Everybody Sees the Ants , The Absolutely True Diary 
of a Part-Time Indian , and All American Boys ,  explore more current issues.  

I am writing to tell you a bit about All American Boys , the first book we will read together. 
All American Boys  is the story of two teens, Rashad and Quinn, and their attempts to deal with 
an act of violence that leaves their community divided by racial tensions. The book’s authors, 
Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely, explain, “As a black man and a white man, both writers and 
educators, we came together to co-write a book about how systemic racism and police brutality 
affect the lives of young people in America, in order to create an important, unique, and honest 
work that would give young people and the people who educate them a tool for having these 
difficult but absolutely vital conversations.”  

The book is recommended for grades 8 and up. It includes some mature content, 
particularly at the beginning; Rashad is beaten up after he is mistakenly accused of shoplifting, 
and both boys use some curse words and refer to underage drinking in the opening chapters. I 
will prepare students for this content before we read, and we will talk together about why the 
authors included it and what impact it has on readers.  

This award-winning book is sensitively written, with complex characters, and the ending 
offers a sense of hope. Given the racially charged incidents that have made headlines recently, 
I will challenge students to find parallels between what is happening in the world and what is 
taking place in our novel.  

We will begin the book next week, and I will do my best to be sensitive to all students 
and to tune into where individuals are coming from as we discuss the issues raised in this novel. 
Your eighth grader may want to talk to you about some of the issues that this book raises, as 
well. If you have questions about the book at any point, please feel free to email me. 

I look forward to seeing you at Back to School night, and I am excited to be working with 
your children as they continue to grow as readers, writers, and thoughtful and compassionate 
members of the Friends Select community as well as our wider community. 

 
Best, 
Laurie Morrison 
 


